
 
Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
Foreign Office 
King Charles Street  
London SW1  
         6 July 2020 
 
Dear Foreign Secretary,  
 
We at Caabu are deeply concerned at the economic and humanitarian situation in Syria.  As 
you know the Syrian pound fell to its lowest ever level against the US dollar last month and 
that there are over nine million people in Syria who are food insecure.   Almost half a 
million children under five are reportedly suffering from stunting with lifelong 
consequences. 
 
The Syrian regime is the primary party responsible for this disaster after nine years of war, 
bombings, oppressions, corruption and mismanagement but as I am sure you agree, this 
should in no way be a reason for the outside world to stand back and watch. 
 
Considering this we believe it is vital that the UK and allies do everything in their power not 
just to renew the cross-border mechanism by 10 July for a full period of 12 months not six, 
but ensure compliance as well.  Aid distributed via Damascus has not reached all Syrian 
communities and there is clear evidence that distribution is politicised.   
 
Millions of Syrian civilians in northern Syria rely on cross border aid as their only lifeline.  
The UN says that 6.2 million Syrians live outside of Syrian government control of whom 4.2 
million require humanitarian assistance.i  For the four million in north-west Syria, the two 
crossings of Bab Al-Hawa and Bal Al-Salam are vital, not least as many fled the fighting to 
camps close to the Turkish border.  The Al Yarubiyah crossing with Iraq is also crucial for 
those in the north-east and should be reopened having been excluded last January. Already 
this border closure has led to serious medical shortages. 
 
The need is clear. Malnutrition is on the rise in these areas.  Covid-19 also poses a massive 
risk to these impoverished communities who are extremely vulnerable to the pandemic, and 
will need external medical aid and support.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Chris Doyle 
Director, Council for Arab-British Understanding (Caabu) 



 
 
 

 
i https://undocs.org/S/2020/401 
 


